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1 THE WITNESS: Some were defective, yes. 1 BY MR. DENNEY:
2 BY MR. DENNEY: 2 Q. Is it fair to summarize what | thought { heard you
3 Q. You concluded some of those did cause people to be 3 fry to say several times yesterday, that it's been
4 imjured or die? 4 your conclusion at Ford Motor Company -- at least
5 MR. MALONE: Objection; foundation. 5 you've been advised by your engineers -- that for
5 THE WITNESS: Yes. 6 the most part when one of these tires separates on
7 BY MR. DENNEY: 7 an Explarer, the fact the vehicie rolis over is not
8 Q. As|understand it, sir, by the most recent reporis 8 something the driver can prevent?
9 within the United States that number is somewhere 9 A, It's hard to generalize but | certainly would not
10 near 270 or sa. |s that your understanding? 10 blame the driver for loss of control on a tread
11 MR. PLATT: Object to the form of the 11 separation.
12 question; ng foundation. 12 Q. That saves you and me a lot of time today.
13 THE WITNESS: Yes. That's roughly the 13 Now, | want to ask you a hypothetical
14 number that | understand. 14 question, sir, and I've written that question out
15 BY MR. DENNEY: 15 because I'm taking your deposition as one of the
16 Q. You have had reported to your company a number of 16 policymakers of this company and I've written it out
17 deaths in addition to that averseas, haven't you, 17 for a very specific reason that I'm going to be
18 sir? 18 specific about and I'm geing to mark it as 2980 to
19 A, Yes. 19 this deposition.
20 Q. You intend to be responsible for those because you 20
21 sold those tires on your vehicles, is that a fair 21 {Depaosition Exhibit No. 2880 was marked.)
22 staterment? 22
23 MR. MALONE: Object to form and foundation. 23 It's a hypothetical so it assumes facts
24 THE WITNESS: If the tire was defective and 24 your lawyers may contest and you may contest.
25 it was on our vehicle, we will stand by it, yes. 25 You understand that's what a hypothetical is, don't
0411 0412
1 you, sir? 1 MR. PLATT: Object to the form of the
2 A ldo. 2 question; it calls for legal conclusign.
3 Q. | wantyou to assume if | prove to a jury that by 3 MR. MALONE: Place a foundation objection.
4 March of 1999 senior executives at Ford Motor 4 MR. PLATT: Also, Mr. Denney, | just want
5 Company knew with certainty that if they did not 5 ta make sure | understand. Your hypothetical makes
6 immediately replace these tires people would die or 8 no assumptions as to whether the product is
7 be injured within the next few weeks or months but 7 defective. It just says if the accident happens,
8 did not act to prevent those deaths and injuries, 8 Do you really mean the hypothetical that way?
8 I'm gging to ask you to characterize that conduct 9 MR. DENNEY: Yes, let's add thatto it. If
10 far me, sir. 10 the accident happens, let's put in here -- would die
11 Blut I'm going to hand you this hypothetical 11 or be injured in an accident caused by a defective
12 and ask you to take a look at it because that's 12 tire.
13 going to be my hypothetical. | know you may not 13 BY MR. DENNEY:
14 agres with that, sir. Let me ask you that first. 14 Q. S0 you understand what I'm talking about, Mr. Ford,
15 You don't agree with that fact, is that 15 in my hypothetical, is these defective tires on
16 right? 16 Explorers that you and | have been talking about --
17 MR. PLATT: Give us a moment. 17 you understand that, sir, that | mean to ask you
18 (A pause was had in the proceedings.) 18 that?
19 MR. PLATT: We read the hypothetical. You 18 MR. MALONE: Object to the farm of the
20 haven't yet asked the question. What's your 20 question.
21 question. 21 THE WITNESS: | do.

22 BY MR. DENNEY:
23 Q. Assuming that's a hypothetical, can you agree that

24
25

if that's true, that it would be reckless to do
that?

22 BY MR. DENNEY:

23 Q. Taking that into account will you agree with me that
24 if a Ford employee did that, if they did not act

25 immediately when they knew in the next couple weeks




